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CHAIRMANôS REPORT 
 
 
 
 
The year started with the Cedars 
Roundabout improvement which 
went on longer than anyone would 
have liked, however, it now enables 
people to get into and through 
Barnstaple quicker than before and 
appears to be working well. 
 
The play area at Ellerslie Road is 
now open following a significant 
upgrade using Section 106 funding. 
The delay to re-opening was caused by the weather which meant the 
contractors needed to sort out the ground nearby.  The boat play 
equipment at Fremington Quay had a refurbishment and is a big 
improvement to the area and the Beechfield Play Area has also seen 
improvements to play equipment. 
 
The ñFremingtonò sign at Broady strap has been much improved with 
volunteers from Perrigo. This is now low maintenance thanks to its 
new design. 
 
Also volunteers in the parish are carrying out what is called a ñ60-
minute Spruceò organised by the Fremington and District Community 
Group and supported by the Parish Council in different areas of the 
parish on the first Saturday of each month, and what an improvement 
to the area it has made. I would encourage anyone able to volunteer 
for one hour a month to contact either organisation for more 
information on how you can take part. 
 
The Parish Council has updated is Grant Aid Policy. Each Councillor 
will now have an allocation of Ã150 to support projects for local groups 
and they can apply through the Councillors, there is also a central fund 
where community groups can apply for larger grants to support 
projects (please see page 6 for more information). 
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We welcomed new Councillors ï Dave Harris, Rhys Jones, Matt 
Thomas, Neil Denton, Jeff Bridgeman and we thank them for giving 
their time and energy in representing the people of the parish.  We 
also welcome Eman Smlatic who was co-opted following Councillor 
Jim Bells resignation. We thank Jim Bell for his time on the council 
and wish him well in the future. 
 
The council decided that it could no longer go on with the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  This was for many reasons. The parish has 
grown so much over the course of time and surveys done at the early 
stages became obsolete, however, the findings from the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan and community consultations will be used to form 
a business plan for the parish council. 
 
We look forward to the forthcoming year and pursing further projects 
and activities to support our community. 
 
 
 

Cllr Sue Kingdom 
Chairman 
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FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
 
It has been a busy year for the Finance and Personnel Committee, the 
Committee recognised early on in the financial year that the Parish 
Councilôs adopted Grant Aid Policy did not support community groups 
and organisations to its full potential and was not encouraging 
applications from different groups of those most in need of support.  
The Parish Council recognises the importance of local voluntary, 
charitable and community groups and the Committee has worked hard 
to re-write the Grant Aid Policy to restructure it to support these groups.  
The Parish now provides two grant options to groups that can 
demonstrate a need for assistance and where the activities will 
contribute to, and be of benefit to, the life or community and benefit the 
people of Fremington Parish.   
 

The aim of the funding is to assist these community and voluntary 
groups with one-off costs and grants should be used towards project 
costs rather than running costs (although running costs will be 
considered if imperative to the group) and can be used as match-
funding to attract funding from other external sources.  
 

The two funding streams to which groups can apply, are the Parish 
Councillor Grant and the Central Fund.  Each Parish Councillor will be 
allocated Ã150 to fund project led grant applications, subject to the 
application meeting certain conditions.  The remainder of the agreed 
budget will be placed into a Central Fund which groups can apply to for 
additional funds or larger grants.   Further information and an 
application form can be found on the Parish Councilôs website.  
 

The Finance and Personnel Committee has been pleased to support 
the community as much as possible over the last twelve months and as 
such also agreed to offer the Executive Officer to administer the 
Litchardon Solar Community Benefit Fund and at no charge to the 
group.  The Community Benefit Fund will provide another opportunity 
for local groups, organisations and charities to access grant funding for 
support.  
 

During the last year we said goodbye to Ian, the Maintenance and 
Amenities Operative and welcomed Jamie to the position who has 
continued to grow the role, and the support offered to the community in 
improving the environment of the Parish.  Jamieôs focus for the 
forthcoming year will be continuing to maintain and enhance Parish 
Council assets, supporting volunteer lead initiatives and maximising  
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opportunities to increase biodiversity.  
 
I suspect many of you will have heard the word ñdevolutionò recently, 
the Government is in the process of reorganising local government, 
whilst proposals are still being considered the Parish Council has been 
looking at opportunities to request North Devon Council to transfer 
assets to the Parish Council ahead of devolution. 
 

I would like to thank all of my colleagues at the Parish Council and the 
staff for their support over the last twelve months and look forward to 
another challenging year ahead.  
 
 
Cllr Frank Biederman 
Chairman 
 
 
GRANTS AGREED IN 2024-2025 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bickington Brownies Ã100 

Citizens Advice, Torridge, North, West & Mid 
Devon 

Ã100 

Elmfield Road Boat Planting Project Ã100 

Fremington Friendship Club Ã100 

Fremington Parish Hall Management Com-
mittee 

Ã100 

1
st
 Fremington Brownies Ã100 

1
st
 Fremington District Rangers Ã100 

1
st
 Fremington Guides Ã100 

1
st
 Fremington Rainbows Ã100 

1
st
 Fremington Scouts (Scout Troup, Beaver 

Colony, Cup Pack) 

Ã200 

Instow, Westleigh, West Yelland Parish 
News 

Ã100 

Lady Linscott Floral Club Ã100 

Tomlin Hall Management Committee Ã100 

Record Office Ã600 

Clarity Lets Talk Fremington Ã864.43 

Total Ã2,864.43 
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Grants Application 
 
 
Fremington Parish Council recognises the importance of local voluntary, 
charitable and community groups and the aim of providing grant funding 
is to assist these community and voluntary groups with one-off costs, 
grants should be used towards project costs rather than running costs 
(although running costs will be considered if imperative to the group) 
and can be used as match-funding to attract funding from other external 
sources. 
 
The Parish Council will budget a total figure of Ã3,000 a year (the figure 
will be reviewed annually) for grant aid.  There will be two funding 
streams which groups can apply to, the Parish Councillor Grant and the 
Central Fund.  Each Parish Councillor will be allocated Ã150 to fund 
project led grant applications.  The remainder of the agreed budget will 
be placed into a Central Fund which groups can apply to for additional 
funds or larger grants. 
 
Applications to the Parish Councillor Grant Fund will open in March 
2025 for the forthcoming financial year, no grant payment will be made 
before April 2025.  Before applying for a Parish Councillor Grant you 
must speak to a Parish Councillor to gain support for your application, 
an application cannot be progressed without support.  You can ask for 
support from more than one Parish Councillor, however, an individual 
Councillor cannot support the same group two years in a row. 
 
Applications to the Central Fund should be submitted to the Parish 
Council by the 15

th
 January 2026, the Finance and Personnel 

Committee will consider the allocation of the Central Fund at its January 
meeting and funds paid in February 2026. 
 
Enclosed in this booklet are the grant applications forms which can also 
be found on our website together with the Grant Aid Policy -
www.fremingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk.  
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